


THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE FORTIETH COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BERKLEY, MICHIGAN WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 7 PM ON MONDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2025 BY MAYOR DEAN


[bookmark: _Hlk210670440]PRESENT: 	Councilmember Steve Baker 
Mayor Pro Tem Ross Gavin
Councilmember Dennis Hennen  		
Councilmember Gregory Patterson
Councilmember Jessica Vilani
Mayor Bridget Dean	
ABSENT: 	Councilmember Clarence Black
		

OTHER STAFF PRESENT:
City Manager Crystal VanVleck
City Attorney Lisa Hamameh
City Clerk Victoria Mitchell
Deputy City Clerk of Public Services Shawn Young
Director of Community Development Kristen Kapelanski
Finance Director Carl Johnson


APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Mayor Pro Tem Gavin moved to approve the agenda 
Seconded by Councilmember Hennen
Ayes: Gavin, Hennen, Patterson, Vilani, Baker and Dean
Nays: None
Absent: Black
Motion Approved. 


PUBLIC COMMENT

None.

CONSENT AGENDA
Councilmember Hennen moved to approve the following Consent Agenda
Seconded by Councilmember Baker

[bookmark: _lyjqe616kyvb][bookmark: _Hlk194304871]APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES: Matter of approving the minutes of the 40th Regular City Council meeting on Monday, September 22, 2025, City Council Work Session on Monday, September 22, 2025, and the Special City Council meeting on Monday, September 29, 2025. 
MOTION NO. M-89-25: Matter of approving a budgeted purchase of two new Exmark Lazer X-series 820 KAW EFI 72" mowers and accessories from Weingrartz, of Utica, MI, in the amount of $33,750.94. This purchase is budgeted under account number 101-441-982-000 (Ball Field Equipment).
MOTION NO. M-90-25: Matter of approving the 2025-26 Winter Maintenance Agreement between the Road Commission for Oakland County and the City of Berkley. The City will be reimbursed a total of $12,947.94, which will be paid in two installments, $6,473.97 due in December 2025 and $6,473.97 due in March 2026.
MOTION NO. M-91-25: Matter of approving the purchase of rock salt for winter maintenance activities utilizing the Farmington Hills/MITN Cooperative Purchasing Program for the 2025-26 season.
MOTION NO. M-92-25: Matter of awarding the contract for the Library study room construction project to Christopher Grey Remodeling & Design, LLC, at the cost of $31,000, as well as $3,500 for construction contingencies. This is a budgeted expense from account 101-267-976-271, Library building improvements. 
PROCLAMATION NO. P-25-25: Matter of proclaiming October 2025 as Berkley Area Chamber of Commerce Month.
PROCLAMATION NO. P-26-25: Matter of proclaiming October 2025 as National Breast Cancer Awareness Month.
Ayes: Gavin, Hennen, Patterson, Vilani, Baker and Dean
Nays: None
Absent: Black 
Motion Approved.


REGULAR AGENDA

RECOGNITIONS/PRESENTATIONS: Matter of receiving any recognitions or presentations from the Consent Agenda. 

Councilmember Vilani read P-25-25 in its entirety.

Councilmember Baker read P-26-25 in its entirety. 

[bookmark: _1q4myvxic4hx]MOTION NO. M-93-25: Matter of designating Saturday, December 6, 2025, for the Annual Holiday Parade and Tree Lighting Ceremony in Berkley. The approval is conditional upon the submission of required items and documents prior to the event dates.
Councilmember Patterson moved to approve Motion No. M-93-25
Seconded by Baker
Ayes: Hennen, Patterson, Vilani, Baker, Gavin and Dean
Nays: None
Absent: Black
Motion Approved.

[bookmark: _Hlk210721394]MOTION NO. M-94-25: Matter of postponing consideration of M-94-25, a Workforce Housing Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) for the Columbia, to City Council’s next regular meeting on October 20, 2025.
Councilmember Hennen moved to approve Motion No. M-94-25
Seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Gavin
Ayes: Patterson, Vilani, Baker, Gavin, Hennen and Dean
Nays: None
Absent: Black
Motion Approved. 

[bookmark: _Hlk210721404]MOTION NO. M-95-25: Matter of approving PSU-04-25 at 3462 Greenfield Rd. with the following findings: The proposed plan meets the standards of approval in Chapter 138, Section 10.03 and will not have negative impacts related to and/or is compatible with the following:
o Compatibility with adjacent uses;
o Compatibility with the Master Plan;
o Traffic impacts;
o Impacts on public services;
o Compliance with zoning standards; and
o Impact on the overall environment.
Councilmember Patterson moved to approve Motion No. M-95-25
Councilmember Hennen Amended the Motion
Seconded by Councilmember Vilani
Ayes: Vilani, Baker, Gavin, Hennen, Patterson,  and Dean
Nays: None
Absent: Black
Motion Approved. 

RESOLUTION NO. R-17-25: Matter of adopting a resolution approving amended investment policy.
Mayor Pro Tem Gavin moved to approve Motion No. R-17-25
Seconded by Councilmember Hennen
Ayes: Baker, Gavin, Hennen, Patterson,  Vilani and Dean
Nays: None
Absent: Black
Motion Approved. 


COMMUNICATIONS:

COUNCILMEMBER HENNEN
· The Tree Board is making plans around outreach and education, and this season's new street trees will be planted in late November or early December. Their next meeting will be Monday, October 27th at 7 PM
· The Zoning Board of Appeals will have four cases to hear on Monday, October 13th at 7 PM. His next Talk with Dennis office hours will be Tuesday, October 14th from 6 to 8 PM at the Library. Come and ask your questions or share your concerns.

COUNCILMEMBER BAKER
· The Downtown Development Authority Board meets next on Wednesday, October 8th, starting at 8:15 AM. Please come in and engage in the discussion. 
· It’s officially Boo!kley month here in the city, which is awesome. One of the events coming up this week, on Thursday October 9th, is a Witches Night Out. There’ll be trolleys and all sorts of fun stuff. The shops will be open late. 
· The pocket park at Dorothea will be activated and there will be a Dorothea Night Market there, which will be really fun and exciting, too. 
· For more information, visit downtownberkley.com.
· The Historical Committee meets next Tuesday and as part of Boo!kley Month, please enjoy the Roseland Park Cemetery Tour coming up on Saturday, October 18th. It’s during the day, so you don’t have to worry too much, and there’ll be folks stationed throughout the cemetery to talk about some of the famous people that it’s their permanent residence now. There’ll be a map and all this kind of really fun stuff. So come check that out. For more information on that and other great things going on, you can visit berkleyhistory.com or for the cemetery tour in particular, you can also see downtownberkley.com for that.
· The Berkley Days Committee met last week and they’re cooking up some terrific ideas. He said that he popped in and said hi to the team. They’re zooming in on a particular set of dates for the 100th anniversary of Berkley Days, which technically will be on September 11th of 2026, because on that day 100 years prior was the actual very first parade celebrating the paving of Coolidge Highway, which was named after the president at the time. 
· Dr. Seuss once wrote, “The more that you read, the more things you will know, and the more that you learn, the more places you’ll go.” Berkley, this is also National Library Month. Just wanted to congratulate our library and all the amazing staff that work there, all the people that support it. Please know that our library doesn’t discriminate on the books it carries. There’s equal opportunity to access all of the books. You may have read about other libraries and institutions choosing not to make some material available, and I’m really happy that we have open access to all books, which encourages empathy, critical thinking, and informed discussions. So please be sure to put a bookmark in your book when you reach out and hug somebody you love. Thank you.

MAYOR PRO TEM GAVIN
· The next meeting for the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board will be October 9th at 7 PM at the Community Center. 
· The next meeting of the Library Board will be Wednesday, October 15th at 7 PM at the Library. 

COUNCILMEMBER VILANI
· The Environmental Advisory Committee will next meet on October 16th at 6:30 PM on the second floor of the Public Safety Building. 
· From our Berkley Area Chamber, it is almost time for the Berkley State of the City, coming up on October 24th at 8 AM; it will be held at the American Legion. Those who attend will be able to hear updates on current accomplishments and what’s coming up in the next year from Berkley, Huntington Woods, Oak Park, the Berkley School District, the DDA, and the Chamber. They will also be honoring the Business of the Year and the Businessperson of the Year who have been supporting our community. Tickets are $30 and seating is limited, so please get those tickets now.

COUNCILMEMBER PATTERSON
· The Beautification Committee met. 
· They’re still working on their Adopt-a-Garden. Hopefully, they’ll have a program launch for spring, and they’re also working on their Holiday Luminary Project. It might be a little bit different this year. They’re planning on doing it in Bacon Park, having it in a central location, hopefully to get enough of those luminaries to light up the park. 
· The Planning Commission met. Council just approved the project, so that’s what they heard and did a public hearing on. 

CITY MANAGER VANVLECK
· Gave an update on the  Parks and Recreation Master Plan update process. A survey is available online and on our Facebook pages. It closes on October 12th, so it’s really important that everybody responds to that. She said that she thinks we have very limited space here in the city, so understanding what people’s priorities are for how we use that space is really important. She stated that it’s really important that as we plan out the next five years, we have an understanding of the community as a whole and how they want to use that space. Respond to the survey by October 12th.

· Stated that in coordination with the Night Market the City will be doing an engagement. A few individuals from the city will be at Coffee and Bark with some materials and the survey, ways to get to the survey, and then just be there to speak about what people want to see in the future; it’s kind of a small informal focus group. She said that they will probably be there around 4:00 PM for a few hours, and then the next and last open house is being held on October 23rd at the Community Center from 7 to 8 PM.

CITY ATTORNEY LISA HAMAMEH
· No update.

MAYOR DEAN
· This past Saturday, the Legion hosted a recognition dinner for the DPW, highlighting all the work that they do. She said that she also wanted to highlight the changes in leadership that they’ve experienced and how they’ve adapted. She said that she thinks it’s nice to see Adam grow into his role. Shawn, it’s great to see you grow into yours, separate yet still connected, too. Expressed her gratitude to the men and women of the Department of Public Works for everything that they do all year round—while we’re sleeping, while it’s raining, while it’s snowing—they’re out there getting it done.
· Recognized the League of Women Voters and thanked them again for their candidate forum on September 24th. It was held here in Council Chambers, and it’s just another way to be informed about the candidates. Visit their website, the League of Women Voters Oakland, and see the recording of the candidate forum here. It will assist you in making your choices this November 4th.
· Pointed out that, separate from the League, our Public Safety Department was well represented at the incident in Grand Blanc. The Oakland County Fire and Law Enforcement, Oak Tech, and the Oakland County Incident Management Team were involved from its inception. She thanked specifically PSO Justin Dulong, the Incident Management Team, Lieutenant Corey Miller, Michigan Task Force One, and Chief Kane Oak for responding to the scene and offering their assistance.
· She said her next stop on the Mayor’s Road Show is Bombshell Treat Bar on Saturday, October 18th from 6 to 8 PM. Come before dinner—eat dessert first. Come after dinner—have dessert. She said that she is really looking forward to having conversations, listening to your concerns, and hearing your questions, and answering them to the best of my ability.


ADJOURNMENT:

Councilmember Patterson moved to adjourn the Regular Meeting at 7:46 p.m. 
Seconded by Councilmember Vilani
Ayes: Patterson, Vilani, Baker, Gavin, Hennen and Dean
Nays: None
Absent: Black
Motion Approved. 


__________________________________
Bridget Dean, Mayor


ATTEST:

_____________________________
Victoria Mitchell, City Clerk



